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CG SETAF 

AMCONSUL FLORENCE 

SECRET ROME 1 1409 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, IT, XF 

SUBJECT: USE OF PORT OF LIVORNO FOR MILITARY OPERATIONS 
REF: USCINCEUR 171127Z OCT 73 

1. REFTEL REPEATED TO DEPARTMENT REPORT FROM 8TH LOG COMMAND 
IN LIVORNO THAT STEVEDORES WERE REFUSING TO LOAD US NAVY CARGO 
SHIPS WITH AMMUNITION BOUND FOR THE UNITED STATES UNTIL THEY 
RECEIVED ASSURANCE FROM PREFECT THAT AMMUNITION WAS NOT 
DESTINED FOR THE MIDDLE EAST. 

2. COMMANDER 8TH LOG COMMAND MET WITH PREFECT, WHO 
ACCEPTED ASSURANCES AND ATTEMPTED TO PERSUADE STEVEDORES TO 
RETURN TO WORK. HOWEVER, THE STEVEDORES WERE NOT SATISFIED, 

AND HAVE DEMANDED FORMAL MINISTERIAL-LEVEL ASSURANCE FROM ROME. 
PREFECT CONTACTED MINISTRY OF MERCHANT MARINE, WHICH HAS STATED 
ITS WILLINGNESS TO ISSUE THE ASSURANCE BUT HAS NOT YET PUT IT 
SECRET 
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ON PAPER. WE ARE NOT SURE HOW LONG THIS WILL TAKE DESPITE CONTACT 
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WE HAVE MADE WITH MFA ON THE MATTER, OR WHETHER STEVEDORES WILL NOT 
CHOOSE TO FIND OTHER REASONS TO DELAY LOADING OF SHIP. 

3. COMET IS STILL IN PORT, BUT IS PLANNING TO SAIL MORNING OF 
OCTOBER 19 IF STEVEDORES DO NOT START WORKING. 

4. FACTUAL STORY WAS CARRIED TODAY BY ANSA, NATIONAL WIRE SERVICE, 
INCLUDING SETAF STATEMENT THAT MATERIAL IS DESTINED FOR U.S. 

5. WE ARE INFORMED BY THE 8TH LOG COMMAND THAT THE ITEMS TO BE 
SHIPPED ARE NOT CRITICAL, AND WE SEE NO PROBLEM IN LETTING THE 
SHIP SAIL TOMORROW, EVEN IF STEVEDORES MAY INTERPRET THIS AS 
IMPLYING THAT THEIR SUSPICIONS WERE JUSTIFIED. 

6. SINCE ABOVE WAS DRAFTED MFA HAS INFORMED US THAT MINISTRY 
OF MERCHANT MARINE IS WILLING TO ISSUE ASSURANCE REQUESTED 
BY STEVEDORES IF MFA APPROVES. MFA OFFICIAL SAID HE EXPECTED 
APPROVAL FROM MINISTER MORO TONIGHT AND HE HOPED PROBLEM WOULD BE 
SOLVED BY MORNING. VOLPE 
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